Submission from the Pelton Fell Environment Group

Biodiversity and Community Strategy Pilot Study

It is understood that the Pilot Study with English Nature and the Chester le Street District Council ends on 31st march 2005 and is being reviewed. 

The Pelton Fell Environment Group {PFEG} would like to make comments on the project in relation to its aim, concept and the role of the Project officer.

A
Pelton Fell Environment Group

The PFEG was formed in May 2003, following an initiative by Mr. J. Cokill of Durham Biodiversity/ Durham Wildlife Trust. Its structure was finalised in September 2003 when its first Annual General meeting was held.

Without this project it is unlikely that the Group would have formed.

The Group is small comprising 5 effective members.

Mr Cokill has provided:

Limited finance to fund activities such as construction of bird boxes etc, 

Reference material from: Biodiversity Partnership; English Nature; Field Studies Council.

Liaison between the Group and external agencies such as Groundwork West Durham, Great North Forest, Chester le Street District Council; Durham County Council.

Assistance in the development of Projects and applications for funding. 

PFEG is trying to run a Junior Group with assistance from Groundwork West Durham.

However, due to the requirements of the Child Protection Act and Health and Safety at Work Regulations, it is likely the PFEG will try and take advantage of courses/facilities provided by others. This will require funding in some form. 

Clearly, there is a need to encourage young people to take an interest in Biodiversity. In that regard, Pelton Fell is fortunate in that in its vicinity are a Nature Reserve {Cong Burn wood}, a site of Scientific Interest {Walldridge Fell}, Washington Wildlife & Wetlands Trust and Durham Wildlife Trust (West Rainton). It is understood both Trusts provide educational facilities for young people. Perhaps PFEG and the other local environment groups can be incorporated into these educational programmes? 

B
Chester le Street Federation of Environment Groups

PFCG is a founding member of the Chester le Street Federation of Environment Groups formed in October 2003 and its representatives on the Federation are:

Mrs. H. Wilkinson and Mr. C. Reynolds with Mr J. Carroll as alternate.

The Federation would not have been formed without the intervention of Mr. Cokill. 

It meets approximately quarterly and provides a forum for dissemination of information on the individual group activities, allows co-operation between groups and has led to a joint project within the area of the Chester le Street District Council.

The Federation has nominated representatives to the Chester le Street District Council’s Local Strategic Partnership Environment Housing and Planning Policy Group. Mr. C. Reynolds of PFEG has been a representative since June 2004.

C
Conclusion

From the PFEG’s viewpoint it is essential that the role carried out by Mr. Cokill over the period 2003/05 should be continued in some form. It should be remembered that the Environmental Groups comprise members of the public interested in the environment and associated matters and who are prepared voluntarily to devote a considerable amount of time trying to maintain/improve the environment in their area of influence. As life has become more complicated and compartmentalised it becomes more and more difficult for the voluntary organisations to understand and more importantly assist the appropriate statutory authorities. 

A post such as that occupied by Mr. Cokill is required to advise and help voluntary organisations so that the best use can be obtained from, and by, their interest and efforts.

As the groups are voluntary, their own funding is very limited.

Projects involving equipment, materials and labour require financial resources well in excess of the normal Groups’ ability to raise funds. Applying for such funds is time consuming and often frustrating due to the conditions that have to be met in order to receive the funding e.g. Insurance to cover liabilities, reporting requirements and possibly contractual procedures. All of these require commitments in terms of time, energy and money (in some form cash/or equivalent) from the voluntary members of the groups.

Public consultation is becoming more and more important especially with local interest groups. However it is time consuming, and for most voluntary groups even the small administrative costs involved can be a burden. 

Some assistance with funding to cover such costs as correspondence and other methods of communication, insurance, etc. would be useful.

C. Reynolds, Secretary

On behalf of Pelton Fell Environment Group

